Memphis and Shelby County
Office of Planning and Development

CITY HALL 125 NORTH MAIN STREET MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103-2084 (901) 576-6619

09/23/10

Gail Ray
8649 Overcup Oaks Drive
Cordova, TN 38018

RE: Converting Private Streets to Public Streets
Sunset Downs Planned Development Amended, Phase 9
Plat Book 181, Page 20

Dear Ms. Ray:

This letter shall serve as a follow up to our recent conversation concerning the process of
converting private streets in your development to public streets. Your development was
approved in 1999 with 65 lots to be accessed by a private street (Eagle View Drive) and a rear
service drive (see attached plat). The private street and rear service drive is the ownership and
maintenance responsibility of the home owners who live in the development.

Private drives are permitted by the Subdivision Regulations. They are not required to meet
the same minimum construction standards required for public streets nor required to be inspected
prior to their acceptance as part of a plat recording. Therefore, it is possible that when the
developer of your subdivision built the private streets, they were constructed without meeting
minimum public street standards. Such standards might include pavement width, street base and
asphalt, street geometry, curb and gutter, sidewalk installation and drainage.

In order for your development to have its private streets accepted as public streets, an
amendment to your planned development would have to be filed with this office. Qur office
would review the application and make a recommendation. The recommendation would be
presented to the Land Use Control Board for a recommendation by this body then both
recommendations forwarded to the City Council for final action. This process takes 75 to 90
days to complete and there is no guarantee of approval. All costs for processing the application
are borne by the neighborhood including a $1,000 filing fee and separate public notice fee of
$150 payable to the City of Memphis for the City Council hearing. If successful in having the
streets accepted as public, the neighborhood would also pay for any re-platting fees and any
revisions to civil engineering drawings of record at the City Engineering Office. The
neighborhood may also be responsible for any street upgrade expenses deemed necessary to meet
public street standards. This would likely be a very expensive proposition as I would not
anticipate the City agreeing to a takeover of your streets “as is”.
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If approved as public streets, you also forfeit the right to secure your streets from public
access by controlled access devices such as gates. If gates exist, they will have to be removed,
Further, even items such as street name sign blades are subject to change to reflect the standard
public street name sign blade. The neighborhood would be responsible for this expense as well.

I would recommend that you meet with Jack Stevenson, Land Development Administrator in
the City of Memphis Engineering Office. before your neighborhood undertakes the application to
frankly see if the conversion is feasible and supportable. Mr. Stevenson can be reached at 576-
6704. It is my opinion that acceptance of your streets would not be supported unless the
neighborhood could deliver streets to be dedicated to public use forever that met all public road
standards at time of acceptance by the City of Memphis. The City of Memphis is not in a
position to accept private streets for public use on the basis that the City would be responsible for
all necessary street upgrades as part of the private to public conversion.

Please call me at 576-6619 or e-mail me if you have questions or need further information.

Norman R. Saliba, Jr., AICP
Land Use Controls Manager

cc: Jack Stevenson, City Engineering/Land Development
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